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Service of Parting November 29, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a special service of parting and celebration for members of the RLC Council 

and others who have supported RLC community service programs (e.g. RLC Food 

Pantry, Community Cafeteria & Dining Room, RLC Warming Shelter, Juneau Live 

Studio TV Production Programs and its education camps) at Resurrection Lutheran 

Church. May all that we do glorify Go 

 
 
 

 
 

https://rlcjuneau.com/rlc-food-pantry/
https://rlcjuneau.com/rlc-food-pantry/
https://rlcjuneau.com/rlc-cafeteria/
https://rlcjuneau.com/cold-weather-emergency-shelter/
https://rlcjuneau.com/juneau-live/
https://rlcjuneau.com/juneau-live/
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE  Lucy Merrell 
 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us 
and all of creation. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

To you, O God, 
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 
confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us      
in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us   
in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ  
our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death 

and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The 

God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in 
eternal life. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Built on a Rock (ELW 652) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way 
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Isiah 43: 1-7 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1 But now thus says the LORD, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 
  I have called you by name; you are mine. 
 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3 For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
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 4 Because you are precious in my sight 
  and honored and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7 everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17 
This reading is is reproduced from First Nations Version Psalms and Proverbs.  
 

12Help us understand that our days on Mother Earth are numbered so that 
this wisdom will guide our hearts.  

13Grandfather, how long will it be before you turn your heart toward us 
and take pity on those who serve you?  

14May our water pouches overflow every sunrise with your faithful and true 
love, that we may sing and dance for joy the rest of our days.  

15Make our hearts glad for the same number of days you made us 
suffer and for the many winters we have seen trouble.  

16Let your servants see you at work and their children behold your shining-
greatness.  

17Let the gift of great kindness from our Honored Creator rest on us. 
May the work of our hands be seen as good in his sight. Yes, may 
they be seen as good in his sight. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING: When It Seems the Day Will End  (ACS 1034) 
 April Dooley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:4-10  
A reading from First Peter. 
 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME Karen Lawfer 
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GOSPEL: John 15:1-11  
This reading is taken from the First Nations Version (FNV) - An Indigenous 

Translation of the New Testament.  
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the Vine Keeper. 2 He cuts off 
the branches in me that have no fruit. He carefully trims back the branches 
with fruit, so they will grow more fruit. 
  3 My teachings have purified you, 4 but you must stay joined to me in the 
same way a branch is joined to the vine. A branch cannot grow fruit unless it is 
joined to the vine. It is the same with you and me. 
  5 I am the vine and you are the branches. The ones who stay joined to me 
will grow much fruit, for without me nothing grows. 6 The ones who do not stay 
joined to me are broken off and dry up, and then they are gathered up and 
used to make fire. 
  7 If you are joined to me and my words remain in you, you can ask me for 
anything and it will be done. 8 When you grow a havest of fruit, this will show 
that you are walking my road. You will then bring great honor to my father. 
  9 In the same way thte Father loves me, I have loved you. Never stop 
walking this road of love. 10 By doing what the Father has told me, I have 
remained in his love. 11As you walk in my ways, my love will remain in you. I 
am saying this so your hearts will be filled with the same joy I have. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMILY Karen Perkins 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656) 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE MEANS OF GRACE 
Because proclaiming the word and celebrating the sacraments are the heart of 

a congregation’s ministry, we give thanks for the ways that God has 
nurtured this congregation throughout the years and has led us to serve 
others in Christ’s name. 

 

At the place of the word 
Let us pray. 
O God, your mighty word at the dawn of creation 

breathed life into the earth and all of its inhabitants. 
By the gift of your incarnate Word in Jesus, 

you brought good news of life and salvation to all humankind. 
Through your word proclaimed in worship here, 

this congregation has been challenged and healed. 
Let your voice, which has sounded in this place, 

echo in our lives as we proclaim your message of peace 
into any places you will send us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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At the place of baptism 
O God, through the flood in the time of Noah, 

and through the waters of the Red Sea, 
you saved your people of old. 

Through the waters of baptism in this place, 
your people have been born to new life 
and have been commissioned for service in Christ’s name. 

May all the baptized continue to give witness 
to your saving grace throughout the world; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
At the place of the meal 
O God, through manna on a wilderness journey 

and through loaves of bread multiplied on a hillside, 
you fed people who needed sustenance for their bodies and souls. 

May all who have been nourished here with the body and blood of Christ 
give themselves away as food for the hungry. 

May all who have feasted here welcome others to the banquet of salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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CREED 
Let us confess together: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness and bears the 

wounds of the world. Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, trusting that 
God draws near to those in any kind of need. 

 

Brief silence. 
 

For the one holy catholic and apostolic church in all times and places, of which 
this congregation and its building have been a part, 

we give our thanks and praise. 
 

For the people who founded this congregation, who made personal sacrifices 
in order for it to grow and flourish, and who used their talents and skills in 
building up a community of faith, 

we give our thanks and praise. 
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For this congregation’s ministries throughout its life, its gatherings for praise 
and prayer, its faithful use of the means of grace, and its study of the 
scriptures, 

we give our thanks and praise. 
 

For the work of mission this congregation has supported, for our local partners 
of ministry, and for all the lives that have been affected by God’s work 
through us, 

we give our thanks and praise. 
 

For this and other buildings that have sheltered Resurrection Lutheran Church 
for almost 100 years, 

that the memory of this place will continue to inspire devotion to the God 
who makes all things possible. 

 

For all who hold special attachments to this congregation and location; for 
those who have been baptized, nurtured in faith, confirmed, or married in 
this place; 

that the Holy Spirit’s gifts continue to sustain them, even as this 
congregation’s outward expression takes on a new form. 

 

For other congregations or denominations, which some members of 
Resurrection will be joining, 

that various gifts for ministry may be offered and shared, and that 
renewal in life and mission may flourish. 

 

For the Alaska Synod of the ELCA, and predecessor bodies, its present and 
past bishops, staff, and other leaders who have helped this congregation 
throughout the years,  

we give our thanks and praise. 
 

For what else do the people of God pray? 
 

For all who have been a part of the ministry of this congregation throughout its 
life, those who have remained constant in the face of challenges, those 
who have moved away, and all who have died and now rest in you,  

we give you thanks, rejoicing that we are joined together in one eternal 
communion. 
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Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken, trusting that you will receive them into your heart of mercy, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We greet each other with a gesture of peace. We are conscious there are different 

comfort levels around physical contact. A nod, wave, phone call or email may be most 

appropriate for you. This greeting is a sign of the risen Christ who unites us and calls 

us to recognize the peace of God in one another.  

 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER Tamara Walter 
Let Us Pray.  
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 
any way, that all may know your care. Bless and multiply these gifts to our 
nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
We announce together, 
The mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is to promote spiritual 

growth in Christ and service to all people.   
 
 
PRAYER OF PARTING  Karen Lawfer 
With thanks to God for the work accomplished in this place, I declare this 

congregation Resurrection Lutheran Church to be redefined, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. May the witness of the 
people who have ministered in the name of Jesus Christ through 
Resurrection be undiminished and continue as they leave this place. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG: The Church of Christ in Every Age (ELW 729) 
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DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Lucy Merrell 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 

Psalm quotation is reproduced from First Nations Version Psalms and Proverbs, copyright © 2025 

by Rain Ministries, Inc. 

Gospel quotation is reproduced  from First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation of the 

NewTestament, Copyright © 2021 by Rain Ministries, Inc.  

Both Used by permission of InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved. www.ivpress.com. 

 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
Resurrection Lutheran Church exists on the unceded territory of the Áakʼw 
Ḵwáan, on Lingít Aaní, also known today as Juneau, Alaska. We acknowledge 
that the Lingít people have been the stewards of this land since time 
immemorial, and we are grateful for their enduring care and wisdom. We 
commit to serving these communities and to treating this land with justice and 
respect. 
 

We recognize the series of unjust actions—including forced relocations and 
the burning of villages—that sought to remove the Lingít people from their 
ancestral lands. We honor the deep relationships between the Lingít people 
and their land, language, ancestors, and future generations. 
 

We aspire to work toward healing and liberation, recognizing that our paths 
are intertwined in the complex histories of colonization in Alaska. We 
acknowledge that we arrived here by listening to the stories, wisdom, and 
resilience of peoples/elders/communites that came before us—and that these 
stories carry us as we work together to weave a healthier world for future 
generations.  
 

Gunalchéesh. 


