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July 31, 2022 Lectionary 18 / 8th Sunday after Pentecost

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today'’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally
overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on
guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also
been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that
are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the
encouragement of God’s word.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.



Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins

but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG: All Depends on Our Possessing
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Text: Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645—1705, adapt.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach
us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to
treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation
of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in
the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift

from God.
A reading from Ecclesiastes.

“Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
2], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, "“applied my mind to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. '*l saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

18] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must
leave it to those who come after me '>—and who knows whether they will be
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which | toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. ?°So | turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, ?'because sometimes
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one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.
*?What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? “*For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 49:1-12
My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3)

'Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
’you of high degree and low,
rich and poor together.
*My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
‘I will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp. R

‘Why should | be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
‘the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess,
and boast of their great riches?
’One can never redeem another,
or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
‘for the ransom of a life is so great
that there would never be enough to pay it,
°in order to live forever and ever
and never see the grave.
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
""Their graves shall be their homes forever, their
dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they had named lands after themselves.
?Even though honored, they cannot live forever;
they are like the beasts that perish. R



SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized
shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of
greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ.

A reading from Colossians.

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). °On account of these the wrath
of God is coming on those who are disobedient. "These are the ways you also
once followed, when you were living that life. “But now you must get rid of all
such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self
with its practices '’and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 'In that renewal
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S’ TIME Amanda Beebe-Bay



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against
identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s
relationship with God.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'SSomeone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” "“But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?” "’And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” '°Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. '’And he thought to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have
no place to store my crops?’ '®Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
“And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ ?°But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?’ ?'So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich
toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

10



SERMON Rev. Karen Perkins

HYMN OF THE DAY: Bigger Barns (ABERYSTWYTH)
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1 "Bigger barns are what | need!" So a rich man said one day.
"From my worries I'll be free when my wealth is stored away."
"Fool!" God said, "Today you'll die! Will your wealth mean anything?
All life's blessings really lie in my life that wealth can't bring."
2 "Bigger barns are what we need for our money, gadgets, more!"
Lord, we're tempted to believe having wealth, we'll be secure!
Somewhere children cry for food or to have a doctor's care.
Can our bigger barns be good when poor neighbors know despair?
3 God of love, we long to know what will make us truly blest.

Jesus taught us long ago wealth won't give us peace or rest.
You are our security! Safe in you, we serve, O Lord.
May we find we're rich indeed when we're sharing with the poor.

Tune: Joseph Parry, 1879 ("Jesus, Lover of My Soul"; "Watchman, Tell Us of the Night")

Text: Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper
Room Books, 2009).
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/088177569X?ie=UTF8&tag=limespresbchu-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=088177569X

Some pastors and church music leaders have asked for permission to use my hymns in worship services
that they are streaming live, or in other ways they are reaching out to their congregations from a distance.
During these challenging times, you have my permission to go ahead and use my copyrighted hymns in
these ways for free

APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess together,

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REFRAIN: O Living Breath of God
Refrain
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THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school
teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building
up of your church. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring
relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide
our food. Nourish the land and all its habitants and smooth the transport of
grain exports from Ukraine and Russia. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring
justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military
personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of
life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental,
or physical distress, especially those evacuating or searching for survivors of
flooding in Appalachia. Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church,
bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and
committees and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place
especially as we evaluate budget shortfalls after the 2"* quarter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you call us to various ministries. Guide Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton,
Alaska Synod Bishop Shelly Wickstrom, Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth of our
sister synod, and Pastor Karen Perkins. Bless our neighbors in the Alaska
Southeast Cluster, and River of Life Lutheran Church, Chugiak. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For what else do the people of God pray?
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O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by
their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich
in love toward you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.
REPEAT PRAYER REFRAIN
Refrain
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O liv-ing Breath of God, Ho-ly Spir-it, breathe in us as we pray.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet each other with a gesture of peace. We are conscious there are different
comfort levels around social-distancing at this time. A nod, wave, phone call or email
may be most appropriate for you. This greeting is a sign of the risen Christ who unites us
and calls us to recognize the peace of God in one another.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome to the communion table! God is the host and God's love extends to all
people. During this period of social distancing due to COVID-19, not all in our
community are ready to be present at Resurrection. Nevertheless, there are ways for you
to participate! We celebrate this holy meal as the community of peace, love and mercy.

o We have resources on our website to help you celebrate Holy Communion at
home, either along with a live broadcast or at another time.

e Pastor Karen can bring the Eucharist to you at home. Please contact the office or
Pastor Karen to make arrangements.

We would be happy to light a candle in thankfulness, of concern, or in memory of a
person at your request.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
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COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God's grace. Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Let us announce together:

The mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is to promote spiritual

growth in Christ and service to all people.

BLESSING

The God of peace,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: Praise and Thanksgiving
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- chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Texts for Sunday, July 31, 2022
Lectionary 19 / 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
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