
  

 Welcome to 2017.  And the time between Christmas and Lent, Epiphany.  For the curious, Easter is on 
tax weekend this year, April 16th.   Not real late, not real early either.   So that gives us a little bit of breathing 
room to dive into what we are going to be doing in the next chapter of our congregation.   More on that inside 
the Risen Son.   I hope that all of us get involved in the process and form a clear consensus on the future.   The 

process only works as well as we all commit to it. 
 

 In the meantime, life does go on.   Let me share a little bit about Martin Luther King, Jr. on this page. We 
celebrate his work with a national holiday this month and he is also one of the Lutheran people we are to        
remember in our worship as a renewer of society and a martyr of the faith (LBW, page 10).  I grew up in the 
1960s and the year 1968 was as uncertain a year as I could imagine.  Martin Luther King was a part of the news 
and I was certainly aware of the protest marches and the evils of segregation and racism.   However, I really got 
to know Martin Luther King, Jr. when I was at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma and took a month long 
course on his life.  I read his letters, essays and books.  I met a keen mind on those pages, one that was well read 
and educated.   I saw a passion for the Kingdom of God, not just a political movement.  He was first and fore-
most, a preacher of the Gospel.  He had a gift of seeing the heart of the Jesus preaching and then applying it to 

the mainstream American culture. We have not had someone do that for us since.  
   

 What made his message so effective is that he placed a wager that the 
American public had a positive moral center.  That when the public saw peaceful 
American citizens, men, women and children, attacked by racism they would re-
spond.  The dogs of Bull Conner attacking non-violent marchers, the bombing of 
the church and deaths of children in Sunday School, freedom riders. . . They put 
our moral behavior as a society under the spotlight.  And as a nation we were 
properly horrified to see it on our black and white television screens.  Church   
going people were filled with hate and racism in the deep South.  We failed in the 
love of Christ. We had a moral compass regardless of our religion or lack of     
religionñthat compass said this was not right.  Many  Lutheran clergy joined     
Rev. Dr. King on his marches, including one that my wife Elaine worked for while   

I was at Luther seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.   
 

 In the last years of his life, MLK turned toward much broader concerns.  
The subtle racism in the  northern half of the country.  The poverty that divided the nation into classes of haves 
and have nots.  The problem of the Vietnam war.  Injustice in the labor laws.  He brought theological, faith based 
thinking into these problems and it wasnõt always well received.  Itõs always nice to see other people misbehave, 
there is a certain moral indignation that feels good.  Itõs a far different problem when it is your neighbors, friends, 
family and even maybe yourself.  And he also faced opposition from this own community, as some thought he was 
too accommodating and slow to move.  His firm belief in non-violence was being tested by the more violent    

elements.   
 

 So on January 16th, let us remember that sin is not private and individual.  As the prophets of Israel spoke, 
both blessings and curses can also be among us in the masses.  Godõs Kingdom still needs voices and hands to do 

its work on earth.  Faith active in love is an amazing thing for the good of the world.  
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With the new year, we start our call process in earnest.   

 

Think of it as a three act play.  The first act is to do some 
basic tasks to prepare the way for a new pastor.  First of all, 
we need to come to a common understanding of our history 
and heritage. Thatõs more that the previous pastors work 
among us.  Congregations have a culture that didnõt spring up 
from nothing.  It was created by individuals and decisions that 
have been made over the past 90 years of faithful living.    
Energy flows into the mission or flows out.   Having a good 
understanding, a common understanding, makes for   being a 
healthy congregation.   Like St. Paul said òhave this mind 
among you.ó   Not anxious.  Peaceful. Focused.  Speaking 

truth in love.  

 

We also need to take stock of our gifts and blessings, our 
liabilities and roadblocks.  Mission in any organization is    
difficult.   But being honest about what our expectations can 
be will be important for a successful ministry in the years 
ahead.   Interim times can be wonderful opportunities to 
have shifts in leadership, organization, focus and the future.  
Not for the sake of change but for the usefulness in the days 
ahead.  What does Resurrection Lutheran need to do?  Want 
to do? Are we filled with hope? Are our  organizational   
practices the best?  Do we trust each other deeply?  Is com-
fort a blessing or a curse?  Deep down, what do we really 
think?  What would we like to try?  Are we risk takers -what 
does it mean to use a 1978 hymnal in 2017 when a new-
comer comes?   Do we expect newcomers?  Does Juneau 
know we are here -not the building - but our mission?  Are 

our records up to date?    

   

What is a realistic expectation for our future?  Hopes and 
dreams need a foundation in reality.  A common example is 
this:  It may be nice to wish for younger people, but if people 
arenõt willing to let younger people truly lead and make 
meaningful changes, well?  What if a new person sits down in 
òyouró pew? And if the younger generations arenõt what peo-
ple remember of their own youth, are we willing to let go of 
our own memories so that others can create their own good 
members of a church?  If younger people are choosing not to 
start families or many young people are single, what will a 
single adult find here?  Just an example, but itõs a common 

one among  Lutherans as grey hairs appear.  

 

That conversation is best done with potlucks and times when 
we can share together what makes us be at our best.    We 
have an annual meeting set for the 29th that will be a good 
step in that direction.  On the 22nd after worship, we will  

have a question and answer time about the items on the    

 

 

annual meeting, so we can answer any questions there.  I find 
that a meeting over coffee the week before really helps us 
keep on track.  Taking our Lenten time together to work on 
what it means to be a church would be another. Ultimately, 
the mission of the church is always in the congregation, not 

the pastor.  Stay tuned! 

 

Act II -  When that mission is clear(er), we will then put to-
gether a team to write that down in a Ministry Site Profile. 
Thatõs the MSP I wrote about in October.  That will take at 
least 3 to 4 weeks of work before we can think about a call 
process committee.  Longer if the committee canõt get every-
one together!  The MSP is online so we can all see the blank 
form the congregation has to fill out.  During this time, itõs 
helpful to clean the church and get ready for the next     

chapter.   

 

Act III ñ We then submit the MSP to the synod office and 
they will work on our behalf to find a candidate(s) who might 
best match our mission needs.   That is a prayerful process 
and one that is taken very seriously and deliberately.  While 
that is being done, we will put together a call committee.  
Patience works at this point.  Calmness.  There is a form that 
we will ask anyone who wants to be on the committee to fill 
out.  The committee should be representative of the       
congregation, not single issued minded, people who work  

together with joy as a team.   

 

Not only do we interview pastors, we also need to  know 
that pastoral candidates are sizing up Resurrection at the 
same time!   It goes both ways and having friendly, open,  
non-anxious and fun people on the committee helps put   
Resurrectionõs best foot forward.   A call committee should 
also have the respect of the congregationñand the          
congregation should respect the work of the people that are 
doing the call process.  For instance, there will be a time in 
the process when we have to be quiet, to protect the privacy 
of the candidates.  Why?  No congregation wants to hear 
that their pastor is interviewing somewhere.  Since some call 
processes are involving three or more pastors, that means 
that at least two will be turned away.  Facing a congregation 
back home that thinks you want to leave isnõt easy!  More on 
that later, but I donõt want anyone to be surprised or think 
that this isnõt proper.   All will be revealed at the proper 

time.   

 

So that is the plan!  Be at peace and remember that God is in 

control!  

JANUARY 2017                                  
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Sundayð9:30 Worship with Communion 

TuesdayðBible study 6:30-7:30pm, SOV 

WednesdayðWomenôs Breakfast, 7am at the 
Sandpiper. All women are invited to join in the 
fellowship and Bible Study. 

WednesdayðLutheran World Relief Quilters 
meet from 9-3 to tie quilts, visit and eat lunch. 

Wednesday Bell Choir, 6:30-8pm 

 

RISEN SON  

 January Ministries and Education 

ThursdayðCouncil, January12, 6:30 

ThursdayðBook Club, January 25, 2:00pm, in sun 
room 

SaturdayðAl-Anon from 10:30-noon  

Third Sunday of the month is Food Pantry Sunday. 
Please bring food. Thank you for sharing! 

Fourth Sunday of the month Dan Kassner leads a 
worship service at the Pioneer Home at 6:00pm. The 
residents and Dan welcome your participation! 

 

Our prayer partner this month is Specialized Ministries which includes: The     

Rev. Susan Halvor, Providence Chaplain; The Rev. Pat Keifert, Luther Seminary 

Professor; The Rev. Marcia Wakeland, The Listening Post. Please keep our   

bishops Elizabeth Eaton of the ELCA, Shelley Wickstrom of the Alaska Synod, 

and Terry Brandt of the Eastern North Dakota Synod in prayer. As always pray for 

RLC members and friends on their special days.  

RLC January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

2  ED & MARGIE VANDOR 15  DENNIS & LINDA MICKLE 

5  CRYSTAL HUDAK 18  BRIAN FELIX 

5  RICH RITTER 18  ADAM GARNER 

7  MATT ROREM 24  JOY NEYHART 

8    BEN SHAW 25  TREVOR FRITZ 

14  AMBER KOELSCH 26  JIM WILSON 

15  JULIE EGOLF 30  LOREN & CAROLYN RASMUSSEN 

FOOTLOOSE  AND  FANCY FREE  
 

If your schedule allows, you are welcome to join the Footloose Group! The group regularly 

meets for a noon potluck at Shepherd of the Valley on the second Tuesday of the month.  

You will find a welcoming atmosphere, lively conversation, an abundant supply of tasty food, 

and a short program all squeezed into an hour! Please come and bring a friend or two. 

Noon, Tuesday,  January 10th 

Shepherd of the Valley 
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Thank you to all who share their time and gifts to provide a rich worship service each Sunday. There are many 
members who assist!  

January 1 Worship Assistant:    

  Reader of the Word: Lisa Brendle   

  Power Point: Julie Neyhart 

  Altar Care:  
 

January 8 Worship Assistant: Delores Graver 

   Reader of the Word: Lisa Brendle 

   PowerPoint: Connie Olson    

  Altar Care: Marian Koelsch 
 

January 15      Worship Assistant:     

  Reader of the Word: Lois Wetherall 

  PowerPoint: Loretta Mosley   

             Altar Care:  

January 22 Worship Assistant:  Delores Graver   

  Reader of the Word: Lisa Brendle   

  Power Point: Julie Neyhart 

 Altar Care: Kris Wright 
 

January 29   Worship Assistant:    

  Reader of the Word: Lois Wetherall 

  PowerPoint:  Connie Olson 

 Altar Care: Kris Wright 

   

Worship Assistants 

 PLEASE SIGN UP 
FOR FEBRUARY  

LUKE FAMILY GROUP  

IS IN CHARGE IN 
JANUARY
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Council Members  

Amanda Beebe, President 

Lisa Brendle,  Vice President 

Karen Lawfer,  Secretary 

Einar Sharpe 

Jim Hutchison  

Kristin Cadigan McAdoo  

Scott Swanson 

Pastor Mark Peterson 

Our Book Club 
At 2 pm on Thursday, January 25th, Our Book Group will discuss Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised 

Our Nation by Cokie Roberts. 
 

Founding Mothers, reveals the patriotic and passionate women whose efforts were crucial to the birth of a 

new nation. Roberts writes of the wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters who made it possible for the men 

to become heroes of the Revolution by managing their businesses, raising their children, and providing     

political advice. These women influenced privately and publically with intelligence. Read and come to discuss 

òthe everyday trials and extraordinary triumphs of individuals like Abigail Adams, Mercy Otis Warren,   

Deborah Read Franklin, Eliza Pinckney, Catherine Littlefield Green, Esther DeBerdt Reed, and Martha 

Washington.ó 
 

All are welcome! Please come and bring a reading friend. 
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RISEN SON  

 

FRIENDS AND MEMBERS INVOLVED LOVINGLY YEAR ROUND  

F.A.M.I.L.Y. GROUPS 
 

Luke Family is in charge this month. Members and friends in Luke Family are:  Lisa Brendle and Randy 

Sutak, Sherri Dressel, Bob and Loretta Mosley, Dan and Lois Wetherall, and Jesse and Libby Stringer. 

Can you help? Volunteers are still needed to pick up food, shop, 
set up food tables, and give out food. If you are interested in 
assisting with the food bank ministry please talk to Scott Swanson. 
 

In December 191 families visited our food shelf, collecting food for 
496 people .  Your food donations help fill our shelves.  Thank you for 
your steadfast support of this ministry.   

SHELF STABLE MILK         

CHALLENGE MET!!  

Well done! Thanks to Karen Lawfer 

and Amande Beebe who issued the 

challenge and to you, the food bank  

received 108 containers of shelf stable 

milkñhalf cowõs milk and half          

substitutes. 

 

Volunteers  

Consider delivering Meals on Wheels. 

Drivers are needed at lunchtime once a week. 

Call: Charlene at Meals on Wheels office 463-6179 

A program of Catholic Community Services 

ANOTHER SERVICE OPPORTUNITY  

FOOD  BANK  

CHALLENGE  

Still SPAM and we are almost 

there!! We need 14 more cans to 

meet Danõs 80th birthday challenge! 

 

TOOTH PASTE FOR LOVE INC  

We collected 11 tubes! Thanks to those 

who contributed! 
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Love INCôs contact information:  Our phone lines are open Mon., Wed.,                                            

& Fri.  from 8:30-3:30. 

780-4090 http://loveincjuneau.org or loveinc@alaska.net 

Current Ministry Needs  

Shopping holiday SALES? Remember Love INC Gap ministries. Thanks!  

Special Requests: Are you upgrading? Donate your gently used item to Love INC. (1) tent, (2) sleeping bags, (1) 

girl's school back pack, (1) adult backpack, (1) walking cane and (1) frost -free freezer.  

Transitional Backpacks: Find a great deal on fleece sweat pants/shirts and non-cotton socks and boxer shorts?  We 

need all sizes M-3XL. 

Linen Ministry: New pillows are a blessing especially when they're on sale. 

Save the Date: Volunteer Appreciation Open House Friday, December 2nd, 11am-1pm at the Clearinghouse  

 

 

 

Bible Study ñ Matthew ñ  Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 pm ñ Shepherd of the Valley  

 

The study of Matthew will continue in January with Pastor Tari and 
Pastor Mark rotating leadership. However the first Tuesday January date 

has yet to be determined!  

OUT AND ABOUT IN GODõS WORLD 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Childrensõ service on Christmas eve was beautiful and moving, as I am sure also was later service. I 
later asked grand-daughter Isabella what she most liked about Christmas, and before she got to telling about 
opening presents and the fun of watching others open presents she said òSpending Christmas Eve in church 
with my family.ó  So thank you Pastor Mark and all who participated as well as the ògnomesó providing seen 

and unseen support for a service that so impresses a child. 

It has been nice this Advent Season to have seen again members of RLC from long Christmas Pasts. 

We all begin a New Year with Godõs abundant blessings and hope, but one also most certainly with        

disappointments, challenges, and perhaps personal tragedy and grief.  As we close our year, we send thanks 

to all our many church gnomes who contribute so much time and effort for the good of our church and our 

mission outreach. 

Please send information of yourself and others to cadigan006@aol.com  

tel:780-4090
http://loveincjuneau.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d73bae0c24ea6dcef08e73386&id=3e00fff651&e=825d6e782a
mailto:loveinc@alaska.net
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Pastor Mark is available anytime by appointment  

Contact him at church 9-noon, M-F or afternoons when Penny is in at 586-2380 

Or by Email:  rlcoffice@ak.net or mrpeters23@msn.com 

Or by cell phone:  509-989-1200 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Crystal Hudak and Lokiôs Heartwarming Mission Story 
 

In John 21:7, Jesus instructs Peter to "feed my sheep" as a demonstration that he loves Jesus. Jesus doesn't 

instruct Peter to determine which sheep are worthy for assistance and which sheep are lost causes - He says to 

feed them! I love the imagery Jesus uses in that feeding sheep means being among them, not leaving a trough 

of food somewhere and hoping they'll find it. Through word of mouth and other connections, I've given out 

socks, blankets, and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches with my boyfriend Jon and the rotating set of Mormon 

missionaries. I've prayed with the homeless community, discussed homeless issues, and simply listened. I'm 

not near smart enough to solve the homeless community issue. However, I can share a sandwich and pray.  
 

My dog Loki is my main mission partner and he's well known at the Glory Hole. Loki doesn't differentiate 

between homeless or not - he'll accept a scratch from anyone! Friendly dogs might be the closest we'll get to 

knowing unconditional love this side of the Pearly Gates. I "feed the sheep" with peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches, blankets, warm clothes, or whatever I can offer and Loki feeds with indiscriminate love. I often 

walk away wondering how I can learn to love like Loki. It's so easy not to see homeless people as we go about 

our busy lives, but Loki is never too busy for a belly rub and to lay his head in someone's lap.  
 

I asked people if they had any blankets they wanted to get rid of.  That simple! There were two big boxes of 

blankets that appeared at the Church that Pastor gave to me to give out. Normally as soon as I get them I give 

them out since I live in a shoebox! 
 

For sandwiches, I would buy PBJ stuff and give them out. That simple. 
 

I'm moving to Nevada in early January, and I'm hoping someone will walk their dog downtown with some 

sandwiches in a backpack. My next mission field awaits! 
 

In His grip, 

Crystal 

RISEN SON  


